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Martin Luther King’s speech : I HAVE A DREAM 

28 August, 1963 at the Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C. 

In this important speech Martin Luther King urged America to make real the promises of 

democracy. King used this speech to capture both the necessity for change and the potential 

for hope. 

“I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 

demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. [...] But one hundred years 

later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still 

sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One 

hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast 

ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the 

corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come 

here today to dramatize a shameful condition. [...] We have also come to this hallowed spot 

to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of 

cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real 

the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of 

segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from 

the quick sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to 

make justice a reality for all of God's children. [...]  Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, 

but a beginning. [...]And there will be neither rest nor tranquillity in America until the 

Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the 

foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges. [...]Go back to Mississippi, 

go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, 

go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation 

can and will be changed.  Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my 

friends. And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a 

dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

[...]I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 

creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the 

sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 

injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of 

freedom and justice. 



I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not 

be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor 

having his lips dripping with the words of "interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right 

there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white 

boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall 

be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made 

straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together."
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This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With 

this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful 

symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray 

together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, 

knowing that we will be free one day. 

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. [...] From every 

mountainside, let freedom ring. 

And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village 

and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when 

all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and 

Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: 

Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” 

 

Ascolta il discorso su http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm 

 

 

 



Post-reading task 

Multiple choice. 

1) According to the text, “I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in 

history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation”, 

means that: 

a) Martin Luther King was an antiwar demonstrator  

b) Martin Luther King was an agitator 

c) Martin Luther King was a rebel 

 

2) According to the text, “But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. 

One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the 

manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.” means that: 

a) In 1963 the whites were considered better than the blacks  

b) In 1963 black people were treated fairly 

c) In 1963 black people were free 

3) According to the text, “Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. 

Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the 

sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quick sands 

of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make 

justice a reality for all of God's children” 

a) was a message of hope and pessimism 

b) was a message of hope and enthusiasm 

c) was a message of hope and disbelief 

 

4) Find the intruder 

Hope – aspiration – discouragement 

Oppression – democracy –  liberty 

Equality – difference – tolerance 

Freedom – captivity – spontaneity 

Justice – honesty – inequity 

 

 

 



 

 


